What’s Your Story?
Below are some common and not so common ideas for honoring loved ones, strengthening
family ties, celebrating your history, and preserving your heritage. Use your imagination.
The possibilities are endless and, as the commercial says, “priceless.”
“( A Year in the Life of... [The Smith Family]” A yearbook of fami​ly events and holidays... or a Year in the Life of each child

“[John and Mary’s] Love Story”... record the story of how you met, your courtship, wedding and honeymoon, OR capture the magic of your parents’ or grandparents’ story to present as a gift for a special occasion. One idea is to do it in the format of “He Said, She Said”

“[Ashley’s] First Year”... a customized baby book with photos and memories of baby’s first year

“Roots Book”- Preserve your genealogical heritage

· Record your memoir or entire life story

· Protect family and ethnic traditions, customs, and heritage

· Take favorite family stories that are already recorded in your fam​ily history, and rewrite them for a 6 - 10 year old reading level

· Educate your child with personalized alphabet, counting, or shape books starring the child himself

· Delight a best friend with a “Best Friends Book”

“I Love You Because...”A gift for grandparents, with a page from each grandchild, including photo and quote about what they love about their grandma and grandpa

“I Was A Kid Once Too...,”or “Before I Was Your Mother,” a book by a parent about their childhood, so their children know they had similar experiences

· Write a simple Life Story as a Father’s Day or Mother’s Day gift (themed Scrapless books are available for something simple)

“Just Like Dad”- pictures and stories of Father and Son doing similar things

· Write an “Across Miles the Book” to help maintain a long-dis​tance relationship

· Draft a “Top 10 List of the Things I Love About You” book for a Valentine

· Commemorate a special birthday or honor an anniversary or a special couple.

· Make a child's birthday memorable by having the attendees write a page and then combine and publish to honor the birth-day boy or girl

· Propose with a personalized storybook that ends with your ask​ing for your loved one's hand in marriage

· Record the pregnancy and birth of a child

· Write the story of a child’s adoption, or a foster child who stayed in your home

• Compose the story of your family for a child who will soon be adopted to help familiarize the child with his new family

· Record your military hero’s service

· Send a special “Love You and Miss You” book to a soldier now deployed

· Preserve an immigrant’s story

· Immortalize favorite family sayings

· Draft an ethical will that records for your descendants your words of wisdom and philosophy of life

· Celebrate good times with a book of your favorite jokes and anecdotes

· Compile a collection of meaningful quotations or collection of favorite prayers

· A book of your poetry, or the poetry your grandmother wrote, with photos or illustrations

· Draft a “Where Were You?” book, recording your memories of where you were and what your thoughts were during historic events such as Pearl Harbor, The Moon Landing, and Sept. 11
· Record the story of your faith journey

· Preserve the history of your church, synagogue, or social club

· Memories of a religious event: baptism, christening, Bar Mitzvah, missionary service, etc.

· Detail your volunteer activities and the satisfaction they bring in a book

· Compose a “Grandma’s Brag Book”

· Chronicle the history of a family home, or the multiple moves you have over the years

· Record a favorite family story that has been told repeatedly thru the generations, and sometimes gets better with time! Or the “most requested” stories that dad likes to tell the kids at bed-time... have the kids illustrate it

· Remember an adventure or special vacation

· “Thank You [Mrs. Smith]”A gift for your child’s teacher... each child in the class can donate a few dollars and have their own page... with photo, scanned poem or artwork, and a quote about how much they learned from their teacher

· Celebrate sisters with a "Sisters Book” or brothers with a “Brothers Book”

· Compose a “Mother and Daughter” book

· Record the history of a family business

· “Guess Who Loves You...” ...write riddles about each person in your family on one page, with a photo of the person on the next page. “I am 4’ 6”tall, I love soccer and rocky-road ice-cream, and camping with my day... etc. Who Am I?” Then you turn the page and it says “Zachary!” with his picture. You could also do this with stories and photos of ancestors. “I was born in 1826, lived in New York and served as a soldier in the Civil War. I moved to Idaho and worked hard as a potato farmer... etc... Who Am I?” And then on the next page, a photo and the name of the person... “Great-Great Grandpa John Smith!”

· Illustrate your own “Luke 2”Christmas Story, using photos of your children in Nativity costumes

· Photos of your children incorporate with nursery rhymes (be careful not to use copyrighted material)

· A story about a beloved pet

· Chronicle a child’s sports season, activity, or graduation year

· Detail the story behind a cherished collection or hobby

· Surprise a sportsman with a story of his bagging a buck or catching the one “that didn’t get away”

· Compose a “Boys and Their Toys” book that highlights the memories of that man in your life's love affair with cars

· Chronicle the memories of your boy scout years

· A collection of family photos of your Halloween costumes or school play photos... people playing dress up, and the memo​ries behind each one

· A fictional children’s story written by you, which includes your child’s name, photos and his or her drawings

· Have children write their own stories and scan in their own artwork. This is a great idea for grandmothers to give gift cer​tificates to their grandkids so they can go and make their own books

· “Cherished Possessions”— Photograph precious or memo​rable things from a grandparent’s home, and then record their memories about them, or memories you have... about their cookie jar, or the cuckoo clock, or their favorite chair, etc. Having a grandparent talk about their favorite “stuff” helps break the ice because sometimes it’s easier for them to talk about things rather than starting with themselves. Also, if they have to downsize to smaller living quarters, it would help if they had pictures of things that were important to them. And then there are those people who have lost things due to natural and manmade disasters.

· 
Impart words of wisdom to your college student who is leaving home for the first time

· A cookbook of favorite family recipes, with photos from family picnics and potlucks, or kids in grandma’s kitchen

· Chronicle holidays through the years with recipes, recollections of feasts and festive gatherings

· A “How-To” book... about chores, or anything else

· A book that highlights a child's positive qualities & character​istics: (“Ashley is generous”- show and tell examples; “Ashley is athletic”- show and tell examples, etc...)

· A book of comparisons... show grandkids doing some of the same things that their grandma and grandpa do, or how they look alike

· Detail your "Triumph Story," telling others how overcame a challenge, an illness, an addiction or tragedy.

· Compose the life story of an Alzheimer patient to help them recall their past

· [image: image1.jpg]Her\@ e
l\ffeg{kers

independent consultant



Memorialize a departed loved one       


A “Farewell Book”- a collection of photos and memories from neighbors when someone moves, or make a poster with neigh�bors in front of a local street sign or landmark as a goodbye gift


Preserve memories of childhood


Celebrate a reunion with the thoughts and recollections of the attendees


Delight a retiring coworker with a retrospective of their career


Inspire someone needing to be cheered up with a book filled with words of encouragement


Make a scrapbook come to life with words and pictures—not just pictures


Publish a portfolio of your art work so you can conveniently carry it with you


Personalize a calendar


12" x 18" POSTERS


12" x 12" size so you can copy your large scrapbooks





Please contact me with any other ideas you have to add to this list!





Sandy Doherty


Founding Consultant


Phone: 704-622-0731


scanyourmemory@carolina.rr.com


www.publishabookonline.com
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